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Donall Dempsey

BIRTH STORIES

Before we knew

anything at all about sex
we knew

all about our birth

stories.

Our Mam

would recall & regale us all
(setting the table...peeling spuds...sweeping out
the hall)

with the intimate

details

of all

our births.

“Tell us of US again...Mam...tell of us again| ”

I was small

(2lbs 2 ounces)

hardly anything

at all.

A mere scrap of
human being.

Blathin Ashling

was even smaller

(1 Ib something or other)
...a little miracle.

Was it Deirdre

with the cord wrapped
around her neck
fighting both

Life & Death

‘til she was blue

In the face

Or Grainne

with the cord so thin
she was born just in
the nick of time

& the cord(just a hair’s
breath)

floats eternally now

(in a glass of formaldehyde still)
for doctors to astonish
& marvel at.

And how

34 > arhpCeuaf

there being no incubators
when | came into being
they had to wrap
me up

in cotton wool

(as if | were a
precious thing)

in order to keep

me warm

but | wasn’t having
any of it

kicking my way

out of the stuff

only for them

to repackage

me again/

And again...& again.
And here(in 1956)

I arrive on the scene
tip toeing out into
Life

with cool coal black
full length sideburns
ready to rock

& roll man

as the labour ward radio
played

the hit

of the day

“CE SERA...SERA1”
It’s almost as if

I can still hear
Doris singing

our whatevers

will bes.

Our birth

story

each our

first fairy story

&

we

the Princes & Princesses
of it

all.



mflels @elepy GLTeTTE_ QL bLiBGen
LOP6L: 1] er6dT wfeugerom: QBmUILT

INMOIIN60T & 608 86IT:
BABIGGT 2 L @Ineneuls Lippl
TGgeId Spluin (peerGy
GThIGGheL_ W LApLiy Lppslw
GTVGVTSH FESEHEGTILLD

BABGeT YPBEBBHECSHTD.

6T/ @GO L_ILI SJLDLDIT

Fgriium’ (b Goeamggeniw

RUPHIG LB SHH0H TG,

2 TS HPhIG 2 5515015 mamGL,
F LSSl OLIHSHE0)E TS
6TBIG T LI L1196

Y bFImIS allaylbhisenar
Blewestay LI (B S B $6)% 16wt (h)

TG eaT LG pall1Limer.

GTBIGEGTLI LIDD 61hI%@h%GHSF OlFTevaIBIS 9IbLOT!
eThsearl LpY BHoLe D CQFTve k!

BreT Glumquies - Quenr(y L6 6wI(R (Q)TewT(h

9| @ GITGYVSE GIT TGT.

2 ewrewiouilev aTniGLo (@evenov.
weflgefles Gloumib @b HIawidh .
LIaTTH 6ot 9), 6460 s

@evreoyip ClLmgFTs Q)b e,

QL GHL L p LayewTGL T eTeaTGeu.
PO Flaver HLFID!

5FB% Qomy apPEOsTEI B
Qi M snGa,

QU@L (LpHLD BTG euenguilev
umTpey, FTe @)oesrGLm(® b

Fewren L G (5 &6)% mesr ()

Vg &0 Fiicef],

QuroiGar Goeveduws & migGuin(
Flwns FLowsHev

LIDBSIGINL_L_TGT D66T.

2ACHT®H, 2hss C&mig,

wudfenrp yarGoaiwimeis,

Q@erenyid LmHL_fHeT LUMiSE aflwliLeL Sm

Loa@

616uG e 1G LITen S &G LD

R(5 GUMGT odLITFLOVICADL B T6USF 6V

Q@UGuUTgID LS&5H DI
SISSILaT,

—
«Cf-)“)},:_;

R NN
}751}"‘;\(( PR ':7;““:

95165 @engGuil L 5Gar @evevTssmev
GTLILILG BGT UbSmL_bs CLITS

GTGITEOT (Q)ATGH@HL_ 196V aILILISDS 1%

R alevewwiss O umrmpenariiGLime
eTaTeTLl LIGHF v FHDpPlencudss Geuenriy ull(mbsal
<9I QU TS @155 (.

SLGTTGV BAGT G| 6TSMDGHLD SWTTTEH (FeVen6v.
9Ab% FLOTFTISH B ESI

2 35515615 me (R GloualCGw aupbgall G
DIQUTHGT 6T LOMILIGUD O LT’ 1 eviD

s 1L Gouewnrig.

Swioug GwioL.

@UGuTg 1956@Q)ev

paeT ST Fulev aupg CFiGGmer,
smevailgey mefluflev eumpsenssufler GLoev,
FTGTBIS MW 6T(H) L1LITGST

LPUpBOT & (5B TaL 6T

gns gyewr’ Gurev Q&Fiiwg Suwimyns.

rgeu eumgigesr GugGuimr

DSHTVSH U @bl LITL_ 6T

“Gs Qeavgr Qevgr! eauls LimgwGLsg).
9H S LG 1L QUCLTHIF L
eThIG@pem LW “‘eurl eteuf aflew Lf aflev T
55606

CLmflev LMy &Qsaeg iLicng eTestatme G&1 %
WpLEna Gumev.

eThiF @R LW LIApLiies s,

6T 6T 666 6uT(Ih6u 6T

v CoHaumsds Has

9Bl GTGVGVTEU D MG LD

T GLOTIISH@HLD [TTE & LD TH% @ LD

B51%5 GGG MGoT.

snigHeanas P 35



LIT6M6VEUEIT 6VITH S

Translated into English by Latha
Ramakrishnan

S B1dlevg Slev: DBTOST fad
(s ol (meigesrein)

Hei you, Doors

%50/5Gar Either allow us
RG] 9 GWILOF) L1515 6T Or discard us.....
VGV Of the long-lived doors
LD &S 6ol hI 6T . the latches that know not
UTPHS &5a % el the art of living....
TS0 sHwins In front of the doors that don’t have the heart
STLPLILITGTSHGT. . to open
DDES LOGTLDOD FHSeSENGT (LPGST Fingers hapless not being able to knock
SLBeusn@G BIFWDHD allgevser remaining kneeling down
ewrig uill (B FL_SFeTpe. . The doors boil
$5aF6T 0% THEF) 6D eor The bolt melt..
STPLILITETIEHGT 2 (15&FGTDGT. . Knock at the door
S HBIFGT eVeVE 2 GO _U|bIGET Or break it
Somehow get inside and
GTLILIGUITRIE 2 GTGGT BIGOLHSI somehow make your exit.
erliLingwmeugy OleualGumall () biser. . On that day when we
BILD FF6%GTDD settle in the place sans doors
sarflev &g Gwmiip (let) the noises of the rusted keys
9 [b1BTaN 6V become music to be relished at night.

SISouplw FTallsele FLigbisear
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